
Psalm 2 – Week of April 24 
 

 

Memory Verse: Psalm 2:6 

As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.  
 

 
This month, the group of Psalms we have been studying in our weekly devotionals are all 
connected by the theme of the Passion of the Christ. These are messianic psalms that point us 
to Christ - to who he is and what he has done for his people. Over the past three weeks, we 
have studied Psalms 118, 22, and 16. Each of these Psalms have pointed us to Christ. This is 
incredible since these Psalms were written hundreds of years before Jesus was born. They were 
written under the prophetic guidance of the Holy Spirit and were meant to prepare Israel for 
their coming king. This week, we will look at another psalm that is also intended to point God’s 
people to their coming king. But the application of this Psalm doesn’t end at pointing us to 
Christ, it also reminds us who is our king and whose authority we must submit to. This week we 
will be challenged to consider the authority that Jesus Christ has over our lives.  
 
 

Psalm 2 is about a power struggle. Most clearly it is about the power struggle between kings 
who rule kingdoms on earth and the one true KING who rules over all creation. To say that this 
is a power struggle really is a misnomer, because there really is no struggle. We see this in the 
Psalm in verse 4 where the Lord is said to laugh. Why does he laugh? That is found in verse 2 
where the kings and rulers of the earth set themselves against the Lord, his people, and most 
clearly against His Anointed One. Human authorities resist the authority of Jesus and seek to 
“break his chains.” They feel threatened by Jesus. Peter quoted this section in Acts 4:25-26 in 
reference to Jesus’ crucifixion. Peter saw this Psalm as speaking about Herod (a king) and Pilate 
(a ruler) and their attitudes and actions towards Jesus. Peter also saw this as speaking about 
persecution that Christians experience. This was why Peter and John, and many other then and 
now, have been arrested for preaching about Jesus. The kings, rulers, and authorities of the 
world resist the authority of Jesus. They see it as a threat to their own authority and so they use 
the power they have to try to silence Jesus’ followers.  
 

If you submit to Jesus Christ and his authority, you will face opposition just as he and his 
followers did. A life of obedience to Christ bothers and threatens others who perceive it as a 
threat to a godless and immoral lifestyle. This is why we see so much irrational criticism of 
Christianity in our culture today. Unfortunately, even those of us who follow Christ still battle a 
sinful nature; we still battle our flesh. And our flesh wants to resist Jesus’ authority; it wants to 
resist following Jesus instead of its own desires. In this way, we share a common struggle with 
Herod and Pilate. The rulers of the world “rage” (v1) against the LORD. Let’s examine ourselves 
and ask, what do I “rage” about? Consider this, and perhaps you may find that what you rage 
about may be an indication of where you feel threatened and may reveal areas where you are 
in rebellion to Jesus and need to submit to his authority. Some examples of this “rage” may be 
in regards to giving financially to the church, church attendance, daily Bible study, etc. So for 



example, if the preacher talks about giving financially to the church as a matter of obedience 
and that bothers you, then that may indicate a need to submit to the authority of Christ in this 
area. Or if you feel church attendance to be optional, especially if you had a long day on 
Saturday and feel the need to rest, and someone confronts you about not attending and that 
bothers you, then that may be an area where the Holy Spirit is prodding you to submit to his 
authority.   
 

The LORD laughs at the leaders of the world because of their foolishness, but then he also 
rebukes them in his holy anger. He confirms that Jesus Christ is his King. He has installed Jesus 
as the king of his eternal kingdom. At his crucifixion, Jesus was crowned with thorns by Pilate, 
and was mocked as the king of the Jews. On the cross he died. The worldly authorities viewed it 
as the death of a criminal. The Father viewed it as the coronation of his Son. This was all part of 
God’s plan. A thousand years before it would happen, we find it here in this Psalm, that God 
would install Jesus as his King. The Son of God himself speaks this in verses 7-9, effectively 
saying “I am God’s Son and he will give me the whole world as my inheritance.” 

 

Because King Jesus is the Son of God, he will receive God’s inheritance, the rule over everything 
- including all the nations. The world is in rebellion to its true king now, but it will not be that 
way forever. One day Jesus will return and his kingdom will come in fullness and he will rule and 
judge over the whole world. Verse 9 of this Psalm is referenced three times in the book of 
Revelation. Twice it refers to Jesus (Rev 12:5, 19:15), and once it refers to Christians (Rev 2:27) 
who remain faithful to Christ. If we continue to follow Christ, submit to his Lordship and 
authority over our lives, and obediently live under his direction, then we too will reign with 
Christ when he returns and establishes his eternal kingdom.  
 

Lastly, the Psalmist speaks to kings, rulers, and to all of us. He warns and encourages us to serve 
the Lord. He urges us to surrender to Jesus Christ. We find in the Old Testament a few examples 
of idolaters kissing their idols as an act of submission (1 Kings 19:18; Hosea 13:2). The urging in 
this psalm is to “kiss the Son.” We must declare our allegiance and submission to Christ alone. 
We must worship him and surrender our lives to him. He is our rightful King. And so we all must 
surrender to Christ in faith and become a follower of Jesus. If you are already a Christian, ask 
yourself what area of your life have you not surrendered to Christ? Where is the Holy Spirit 
working in your life to make you more obedient to the Lord? The great comfort of this Psalm is 
found in the last line, “Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” Don’t hold back a part of your 
life from Christ’s authority. Let him rule over all your life, and enjoy this great blessing for 
eternity! 
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